There is therefore 9 cm of shortening in the femur and 5 cm in the tibia, making a total deficit of 14 cm. These figures can be checked by calculating the ratio of the lengths of the two bones : in this case it is 83%, which is very close to the normal of 84%. Lower-limb discrepancy.
In a ten-year-old boy, H was 140 cm and SH 73 cm, and one femur was 7 cm shorter than the other. This is a mean shortening of 1 8% and has remained constant as calculated by three consecutive measurements at intervals of one year. To predict the leg-length discrepancy expected at the end ofgrowth, the target height must be calculated. This figure is obtained
